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easily cut loose later by a handful of friends. They were surrounded by the Commune vigorous and creating vigour: without, an increasing crowd seemed to support them, and the Commune still gathered. One would have said in this first hour of the night that the Revolt was on the march and already victorious. But with Robespierre himself, their standard of whom they knew so little, there had come in upon thorn the^paralysis that arises from thought. The organisation ceased, the orders failed, his signature, was wanting and remained wanting.
There is not i& the whole five years a moment in which tho man appears more nakedly than in this night which was his last. His unalterable principle, his failure in tho face of things, his fixed purpose in morals, his final irresolution in action are the master-keys that read him. For four hours ho stopped tho advance of time with debate, disputing tho strict right of insurrection, doubting it, demanding persuasion. In tho heat of despair, of violent appeals, and almost of commands to their own king, time raced by those men for whom time was everything; tho hours went furiously on, uselessly, like an unharnessed river.
But in the Convention that same tide of time flowing was harnessed and ground out action in a great mill till ovory pulso of it produced a decision and completed a force.
They outlawed tho municipality, Hanriot, at last the five members themselves. Legendro found wisdom in the stress, wont with a knot of guards and shut tho Jacobins where active Vivier was still in the chair; arrested him. Tho Convention named leaders for an armed force. They sent throughout the dark streets and to each of tho ill-attended, yawning sections a decree to rouso arid decide them; they caused to be read at the crossways and shouted by criers their terrible " Jlors la Loil" which has been like the boll of the plague enemies and
